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Buttes America: A Portfolio of Photographs
David J. Spear

In my work I become engaged in the coming in and then the going
out, the coming in and the going out of making photographs, even

with things and subjects that know me.

In the process of these pictures I travel to this foreign land; like

all outsiders after arrival I feel an urge to belong. But American
culture often defines us with the question, “Where were your
parents born? Where are you from?” and I utter inwardly, “ If you're
from here you can’t be from there.” So I travel to this place, with
each trip arriving an outsider, but with each departure I leave in

a small way distantly connected to the things and these people in

this place I've come to know as Butte’s America.

'The coming in and the going out I suspect will reoccur here for a

time.

March 15, 2006
Strike West Pictures
Pablo, Montana

Butte Homes, © 2005 Dawid J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte M, © 2005 David J. Spear, Strike West Pictures



DrumLumMON VIEWS—SPRING/SUMMER 2006 35

pL
g* :

b M+
e MOy
"

g

Butte Old Autos, © 2005 Dawvid J. Spear, Strike West

Pictures
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Butte—4H Club Show #1, © 2005 David J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—4H Club Show #3, © 2005 Dawvid J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—Bud’s Tavern Sign, © 2005 Dawvid J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—Bar Patron, © 2005 Dawvid J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—M&M Lunch Counter, © 2005 David J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—Candy Buy #1, © 2005 David J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—Bulldog Football #1, © 2005 Dawid J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—Bulldog Football #2, © 2005 Dawid J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—Bulldog Football #4, © 2005 Dawvid J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—Bus Landscape, © 2005 Dawvid J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—Christmas Home #1, © 2005 Dawvid J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—Christmas Tree for Sale, © 2005 David J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—Santa Visits Silver Bow, © 2005 David J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—Playing on the Steps, © 2005 Dawvid J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—Reading the Record, © 2005 David . Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—Morning Coftee, © 2005 David J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—Morning Smoke, © 2005 Dawvid . Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—St. Patrick’s Day Dance, © 2005 David J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—St. Patrick’s Leprechaun, © 2005 Dawid J. Spear, Strike West Pictures
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Butte—House on the Hill, © 2005 Dawid J. Spear, Strike West Pictures



